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Profe Ashley Uyaguari, Spanish Teacher 

¡Bienvenidos!
 Welcome to Spanish class. We have an exciting year ahead of us. This 
document will help you understand some of the policies and procedures for 
our clase de español in room 301.

Expectations 
To participate 100% of the time, have fun and stay in the Spanish mode. The 
most effective way to learn a new language is to be immersed in it and to 
practice it as much as possible. Do not be afraid to make mistakes! I need to 
hear your mistakes in order to hear your progress! Have fun always!

The main goals of class are:
1. To speak Spanish
2. Not to be afraid of a Spanish environment
3. To take risks
4. Be able to infer meaning
5. Participate and be a part of the class community
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Grades
You will be graded on the IACS scale: Distinguished, Proficient, Apprentice, 
and Novice. On your quarterly assessment, your grade will be broken down 
into the following categories: Comprehension, Application, Self Direction, 
Effective Communication, Problem Solving, Community Membership. 

Comprehension
● Listening Comprehension
● Reading Comprehension   
● Vocabulary Building     

 Students will be assessed on their comprehension through: class 
 assignments, activities, group work, vocabulary quizzes, work in 
 notebooks (cuadernos) and homework.

Application
● Conversational Speaking and Writing
● Presentational Speaking and Writing

 Students will be assessed through class activities, assignments, group 
 work, dialogues, writing activities, cuaderno work and ultimately on 
 quarterly presentation rubrics.

Outcome Grades:  
Outcome grades will be posted at least mid-quarter and on assessments.  
Students will write self-reflections and self-assessments throughout the year. 
Below are some of the key behaviors considered in assessing each of the 
outcomes. 

Self Direction 
• You participate in class.
• You make your best effort to only speak Spanish.
• You try to extend your speaking whenever possible- from sounds to words 

to phrases to sentences to complete paragraphs.  
• You effectively write in your notebooks.
• You complete your homework on time.
• You are prepared for class with pen/pencil, notebook, planner, pencil 

sharpener and completed homework. 

Effective Communication
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• You listen to your classmates with respect.  
• You speak with emotion, actions and/or drawings to help effectively 

communicate in Spanish.
• You remain in the Spanish-speaking mode.
• You strive to avoid using English.  
• You write in your Learning Journal (diario) about the experience of 

acquiring/ learning  Spanish.  
 
Problem Solving 

• You act, draw and use props to help with communication. 
• You describe ideas/things when you don’t know the specific word.
• You listen attentively in order to understand new vocabulary and to hear 

instructions.
• You ask questions in Spanish when you don’t understand.
• You talk to Profe Ashley during afternoon homebase time (SSR) when you 

want to speak English. 

Remember that the second language environment can be frustrating and 
learning the skills to problem-solve is key to language acquisition.  

 
Community Membership-

• You participate in class (including movements.)
• You listen to your classmates with respect.
• You play carefully.
• You strive to keep the community in Spanish mode.  
• You do your best to help your classmates when they don’t understand. 

(Staying in Spanish)

Regular Assignments
Cuadernos (Various categories)
Students will use their composition notebooks regularly in the class and to 
complete homework assignments. These will be graded for completion and 
effort. From time to time assignments will be graded for level/communication 
and the teacher will let students know. 
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Learning Journal Doc (Effective communication) 
Students will also write brief, English (or Spanish if a student chooses) 
entries in their Learning Journal Doc about the experience of acquiring a new 
language. Your teacher will give students prompts and sentence starters. The 
entries should be brief paragraphs and the tone should be informal. We will 
set up the google doc during class time after September 10th.  Prompts will 
be posted in class and on the course website. Late assignments will not 
be granted effective communication credit. Students will be given more 
information about these docs in class. 

Rubrics (Application)
We will have at least one rubric each quarter. Rubrics will be posted on 
course website so that parents are able to access them. The rubrics are 
designed to assess your whole language application and to monitor your 
growth on the ACTFL proficiency scale. 

Class Activities/Assignments
Class activities and assignments will assess students on vocabulary, listening 
comprehension, reading comprehension, speaking writing and the outcomes. 

Revisions
This Spanish class is focused on increasing proficiency in all areas of 
language learning.  Throughout each quarter you will have many 
opportunities to show how you are learning, improving and growing in your 
use of Spanish.  For this reason, we will not be accepting revisions on many 
of your pieces of work.  As a class we are interested in constantly growing 
and moving forward while making errors as we go.  If students are allowed to 
retake or revise a piece of work, the teacher will alert them.  
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X2
Please utilize x2 to follow your progress. If you have difficulty accessing this 
information or need your password reset, please contact Mrs. Kapeckas. If 
you or your parents would like to discuss your progress, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

When checking x2, there will not be a “term grade” for Spanish. In 
order to see grades, students and parents must click on “Spanish” 
and then click on “Averages”. This will show all 6 averages for the 
quarter: comprehension, application, self-direction, community 
membership, and effective communication. 

Please note: At the very beginning of each quarter, the averages do not 
always indicate much because there will not be many assignments under 
each category. Parents and students should be looking at individual 
assignments and checking for completion/missing work. Please contact me 
with any questions. 
                 
When checking grades on x2, you may encounter a code in place of a grade. 
Listed below is a brief explanation of what they mean:
 

Code Explanation
Mi The assignment is missing. This calculates as zero until the 

assignment is completed.
Ab The student was absent and needs to make up the assignment. 

This calculates as zero until the assignment was completed. The 
student has extended time to make up the assignment.

Ex Excused; The student was excused from the assignment.
R The assignment has been received, but it has not been graded 

yet. This assignment has not been included in the overall average.

Other Important Information
Portfolios
Students are no longer required to have Spanish work in their jury portfolios. 
If a rubric is an option for portfolios, it will be indicated in writing on the 
rubric itself. We will be keeping separate working portfolios in our cuadernos 
and classroom to show language progress. 
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Late Work
Late work will not be accepted.  Spanish students will be focused on 
constantly moving forward instead of looking back and making up past 
assignments.  The teacher may elect to sign students up for WCC if she 
believes this would be beneficial to the student.  

Missing Work
If you do not hand in or present a rubric on time, you will be put on the list 
for “Work Completion Center” (WCC).  Teachers may choose to sign students 
up for WCC to complete any class work or homework.  This will take place 
during the day instead of recess. 

Absences
The Spanish class is an active, hands-on environment.  Given the pace and 
activity, it is not possible to make up most class work while you are absent.  
There may be occasions when your teacher will give you make up work to 
complete.  Otherwise, students missing class due to an excused absence are 

asked to go to www.learner.org/series/destinos/.  For each day that you 
are out, please watch one (free) Destinos episode.  Write down your 

answers to the questions that are asked in the video and hand it in to 
your teacher within three school days after your return to school.  

Extra Help
Extra help for Spanish will be Tuesdays after school from 3:00-4:00pm
To stay for extra help, sign up on the extra help board in the Spanish 
classroom. You MUST sign up and bring in a letter signed by a parent or 
guardian so that I know they are aware that you are staying after. You may 
also have a parent email me, but I am not able to honor requests to stay for 
extra help if it is less than 24 hours in advance.  

Translation/Dictionary
Students are prohibited from using translators for any Spanish assignment. 
Use of a translator will result in an automatic “W” on the assignment. 
Additionally, dictionaries will not be needed for most Spanish work, as 
students will be working from notes and vocabulary lists. When a dictionary 
is needed (or allowed) it will be noted on assignment (some reading 
assignments will state this) and be provided in the classroom.  
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Learning Spanish…
is challenging and rewarding. You will be amazed at how much you improve 
each quarter. We have an exciting year ahead of us and I’m looking forward 
to supporting your language learning! 

Contact Information:
Profe Ashley Uyaguari
978-649-0432 ext. 3301
auyaguari@innovationcharter.org
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please read over and sign to acknowledge that you have read and 
understand the above procedures. When completed please clip this handout 
into the front of your binder.

________________________________________________
(student signature)

________________________________________________

(parent/guardian signature)
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